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Tuesday, December 3, 2019 
 + Feast of St. Francis Xavier  

 
Statement Promoting the Value of Educational Choice in Ohio 

 
This October, the Ohio Department of Education released the updated Designated School List which has grown 
considerably since last year, effectively increasing the number of students eligible for the EdChoice 
Scholarship. This list now includes at least one designated public school building from each of the nineteen 
counties within the Diocese of Toledo. There has also been an increase in both the funding and eligible grade 
levels for the EdChoice Expansion Scholarship, serving low-income families. This statement serves to 
emphasize the possibilities created by these two increases in parental school choice in Ohio.  
 
As Catholics, we believe that parents are the primary educators of their children, and therefore parental choice 
in education is a fundamental right. The Catechism of the Catholic Church highlights states, “As those first 
responsible for the education of their children, parents have the right to choose a school for them which 
corresponds to their own convictions. This right is fundamental. As far as possible parents have the duty of 
choosing schools that will best help them in their task as Christian educators. Public authorities have the duty of 
guaranteeing this parental right and of ensuring the concrete conditions for its exercise.”1 
 
This is not a new practice or belief. In 1965, the Second Vatican Council issued the Declaration on Christian 
Education highlighting this right of parents and the obligation of the state: “The public power, which has the 
obligation to protect and defend the rights of citizens, must see to it, in its concern for distributive justice, that 
public subsidies are paid out in such a way that parents are truly free to choose according to their conscience the 
schools they want for their children.”2 

In 1986, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith connected school choice to an issue of social justice in 
that “whenever the State lays claim to an educational monopoly, it oversteps its rights and offends justice…The 
State cannot without injustice merely tolerate so-called private schools. Such schools render a public service 
and therefore have a right to financial assistance.”3 

Historically, this issue has also been an international human rights concern. The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948 and in article 26, it affirms, 
“Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children.” This affirms 
that a parent or guardian rather than a zip code should be used to determine where a child may be educated.   
 
The State of Ohio has traditionally valued a variety of educational choices. In the last three decades families 
have seen the benefits of school choice in the forms of vocational schools, charter schools, and now 
increasingly non-public schools. Section I, paragraph 7 the Constitution of the State of Ohio recognizes the good 
in ensuring that faith, morals, and education—in conjunction with each other—promote the public good and  

                                                        
1 Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2229. 
2 Declaration on Christian Education, 6.  
3 Instruction on Christian Freedom and Liberation, 94. 
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should be supported through our state government: “Religion, morality, and knowledge, however, being 
essential to good government, it shall be the duty of the general assembly to pass suitable laws to protect every 
religious denomination in the peaceable enjoyment of its own mode of public worship, and to encourage 
schools and the means of instruction.” 
 
In the coming weeks our Catholic schools will be informing many parents that there are new opportunities for 
school choice that did not exist just a few months ago. There are some who will view this as an attack on public 
education, as an insult on public school teachers, or as a politically motivated agenda. These perceptions are 
simply not accurate. The intent and purpose of our Catholic schools contacting families is to offer information 
to parents who want educational options for their children.  
 
We recognize the good that public and non-public school teachers do, as well as the sacrifices they make for 
their students. There are 56 publicly funded school choice programs nationally, and we recognize that a 
majority of Americans support school choice.4 There is also significant evidence that demonstrates positive 
outcomes in areas with school choice programs.  
 
There are several areas where peer-reviewed studies and journals have reported on the impact of school choice 
in the United States. In particular, 11 out of 17 studies found improved test scores for school choice 
participants; 20 out of 21 studies found that school choice improved public school academic outcomes; 25 out 
of 28 studies found that school choice programs save taxpayers money; and 9 out of 10 studies found that 
school choice programs serve to enhance rather than decrease racial integration.5 Additional impressive 
statistics demonstrate increased graduation rates and college enrollment for students using school choice 
scholarships.6  
 
In summary, as Catholic school leaders, we ardently support the parents’ right to be primary educators, as well 
as the importance of providing parents with educational options. True school choice includes options for public 
education, non-public education, or the homeschooled. Committed to the virtues of charity and justice, we will 
work to ensure that parents know about these educational choice opportunities, and we will continue to support 
school choice within the state. May God bless us in our efforts to help support all parents and students.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
4 National School Choice Polls: 67% of adults are in favor of school choice, American Federation for Children, January 2019; 73% of 
adults are in favor of school choice, Mason-Dixon, June 2019. 
5 Research Shows Favorable Impacts of Private School Choice, School Choice Research Fact Sheet, 
www.federationforchildren.org/publications, 2019. 
6 Chingos, et al., The Effects of Means-Tested Private School Choice Programs on College Enrollment and Graduation, Urban 
Institute, 2019; and Cowen, et al., Student Attainment and the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program Final Follow-up Analysis, School 
Choice Demonstration Project, 2012.   


